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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 1 , after the 
title, insert the following new paragraph. -This is a divisional of Application No. 09/536,022, 
filed March 27, 2000, now Patent number 7,057,660 — Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4-8, 10-13, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fellegara et al. (US Patent # 5,845,166). 

[Claim 1] 

Fellegara teaches a digital camera (See A/D converter 1 18 in figure 6), comprising: 
a camera body (figure 2, body 10); 

an optical system having a lens (lens 84 shown in figure 6 that is part of the digital 
imaging optical system 16 shown in figures 2 and 6) positioned on a first side of said camera 
body (10); 

and a cover device (cover 12) configured to cover said lens (84) and includes a cover 
member to cover and uncover said lens by sliding in a vertical direction at the first side of said 
camera body (figures 1 and 2, col. 3 lines 44-50). 
[Claim 2] 
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Fellegara teaches wherein said lens is arranged at an upper edge of the first side of said camera 
body (See figure 2, wherein digital optical system 16 having lens 84 is part of the digital optical 
system 16 is arranged at an upper edge of the first side of the camera body). 
[Claim 4] 

Fellegara teaches wherein said cover device is configured to actuate a power switch to said 
digital camera when said cover device is moved from a closed position to an open position (col. 
10 lines 7-17). 
[Claim 5] 

Fellegara teaches a display device (figure 5, display 36) positioned on a second side of said 
camera body, wherein said second side of said camera body is opposite to said first side of said 
camera body (col. 4 lines 35-38). 
[Claims 6, 8, 10 and 11] 

See Examiner's notes regarding rejection of claims 1, 2, 4 and 5 respectively. 
[Claim 7] 

Fellegara teaches wherein said lens cover is slidably actuated between an open position and 
closed position (figure 1 shows a closed position and figure 2 shows a lens cover slidably moved 
to an open position, col. 3 lines 44-50). 
[Claims 12, 13, 15-16] 

These are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 1, 2, 4 and 5 respectively. Therefore 
these claims have been analyzed and rejected based upon apparatus claims 1, 2, 4 and 5. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3, 9 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fellegara et al. (US Patent # 5,845,166) in view of Kobayashi et al. (US Patent # 6,278,846). 
[Claim 3] 

Fellegara teaches a flash device (18) but fails to teach wherein said cover device is configured to 
cover said flash device. However Kobayashi teaches (figure 1) a camera case 4 that covers up all 
sides of the camera body 3 except a right end portion in FIG. 1, shielding almost all 
photographic elements of the camera 2, including a taking lens 6, a lens barrel 7, and a flash 
projector 8 of a built-in flash device (col 7 lines 3-12, figures 1 and 2). Therefore taking the 
combined teachings of Fellegara and Kobayashi, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time of the invention to have been motivated to have used a camera case as taught in the 
Kobayashi to cover the flash and lens of Fellegara in order to protect the flash window and lens 
when the camera is not in use thereby ensuring the safety and longevity of the camera. 
[Claim 9] 

See Examiner's notes regarding rejection of claim 3. 
[Claim 14] 

This is a method claim corresponding to apparatus claim 3. Therefore this claim has been 
analyzed and rejected based upon apparatus claim 3. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K. Aggarwal whose telephone number is (571) 272-7360. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5 :30PM. 

6. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on (571)'-272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



YKA V 
October 29, 2007 




